ST AMBROSE, B, C                        [DEC. 7

colleague and Emperor of the East, giving him Thrace and all that Valens
had possessed, and also the eastern part of Illyricum of which Thessalonica
was then the capital. The Goths had extended their ravages from Thrace
into Illyricum and as far as the Alps. St Ambrose, not content to lay out
all the money he could raise in redeeming the captives, employed for that
use the gold vessels belonging to the church, which he caused to be broken
and melted down; but such only as were not yet consecrated, reserving
those which were for a more pressing necessity.1 The Arians reproached
him upon this account; to whom he answered, that he thought it much
more expedient to save the souls of men than gold: for not only the lives
of the captives and the honour of the women were preserved, but the
children were rescued from being educated in idolatry, " I find," said he,
" that the blood of Jesus Christ poured out in the gold plate, hath not
only shone therein, but hath also impressed upon it the virtue of redemp-
tion/* Many Arians who, upon that occasion fled from Illyricum into Italy,
were converted to the faith by the care of St Ambrose, who was indefatigable
in every branch of his pastoral charge. Every Lent he bestowed so much
pains and labour in instructing the catechumens that, when he died, five
bishops could hardly go through with that which he used himself to
'perform.2

|      In 379 St Ambrose lost his brother Satyrus, to whom he had committed

the care of all his temporal affairs*   Satyrus, attempting to go to Africa to

recover some money due to his brother, was shipwrecked; and, not being

baptized, desired some that were there to give him the holy mysteries, that

is, the blessed eucharist, to carry with him;  for the faithful carried it on

long voyages that they might not die deprived of it.   As none but those

who were baptized were allowed even to have a sight of it, Satyrus begged

them to wrap it in an orarium, which was a kind of long handkerchief at

that time worn by the Romans about their necks.   This he wrapped about

him and threw himself into the sea, without seeking a plank to support

him;  yet by swimming he was the first who came to land.    It seems to

have been in the isle of Sardinia.    Satyrus, being then a catechumen,

addressed himself to the bishop of the place in order to be immediately

baptized;  but first asked him whether he was in communion with the

Catholic bishops, that is, with the Church of Rome, says St Ambrose;

and finding that he took part in the schism of Lucifer, he chose rather to

venture again upon the sea than to receive baptism from a schismatic.

When he arrived in a Catholic country he was baptized, the grace of which

sacrament he never forfeited, as his brother affirms.    Satyrus died soon

after his return to Milan, in the arms of St Ambrose and St Marcellina,

aad left his wealth to be disposed of by them without making a will.   They

thought he had only made them stewards of it, and gave it all to the poor.

* St Ambr. Offic. lib. iL c. 15, n. 70, et c. 38.                * Paulin. vit. Ambros. n. 38,